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Hansard Tuesday, 17 August 2004

Speech by

Shane Knuth

MEMBER FOR CHARTERS TOWERS

MORANBAH RACE DAY
Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—NPA) (10.59 p.m.): On 28 August we see the running of the BMA

Cattlemen's Cup at Moranbah, which is one of the many country clubs affected by the racing cutbacks.
Queensland Racing informed Moranbah racing committee members that if they could find extra
sponsorship, they could add to their allocated prize money as an added incentive to entice trainers,
jockeys and owners to Moranbah. So Moranbah Race Club did as requested. However, Queensland
Racing gave the Moranbah club a kick in the guts when it said that it cannot add any extra prize money.
Queensland Racing never made any effort to consult with the Moranbah racing club on this issue, its
justification being that there is a TAB meet in Mackay four days later and that has a higher priority. Yet
Middlemount held a race meeting on 14 August with total prize money of $30,000, which is $10,0000 over
Queensland Racing's allocated race money. Three days later, Rockhampton hosted a TAB meeting.
Queensland Racing said that the protection of the TAB meets is paramount. The prize money on offer at
Mackay on 31 August is $76,000. Moranbah wanted to offer $32,000, less than half the prize money
offered in Mackay. Surely the prize money in Mackay is protection enough. 

Moranbah has had all but two of its race meetings cut—one in August and one in November—so
there is a 10-month wait between the last race meet of the year and the first race meet of the next year.
Like all clubs it struggles to remain financially viable. The club has put in a huge effort to ensure that the
race days it has retained are successful. 

The Cattlemen's Cup Association sponsors the August meeting. As well as providing the extra
sponsorship, it also provides amusement rides for the children, a dinner for racegoers, entertainment after
the races, $1,000 towards fashion of the field and a luncheon tent. Last year $28,000 was raised from the
meeting. This money was donated to the Royal Flying Doctors, MacCauley House in Mackay and
numerous local clubs. Everyone in the community benefits from the efforts of the race club and its
generous sponsors. Surely if the sponsors are willing to part with their money, Queensland Racing should
be willing to accept it, especially when a club waits 10 months for the next meeting, which is one of the
mining town's major events of the year. 

I ask the Minister for Racing to intervene on behalf of the Moranbah community and redress the
inconsistent statements given by Queensland Racing to the committee members, or give clubs like
Moranbah the opportunity to offer extra prize money to entice more owners, trainers and jockeys to their
race meetings which, in turn, will raise the profile of these racing clubs. 
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